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SAN FRANCISCO RESTAURANT OPENINGS

New Cafe Opens for Food, Drinks, and Political
Activism in the Mission
Manny’s stars food from nonprofit Farming Hope and Frena Bakery

by Caleb Pershan
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Emanuel “Manny” Yekutiel has always been busy before big elections. In

2012, he worked on Obama’s reelection campaign (and later interned at

the White house), and in 2016 it was the campaign to elect Hillary

Clinton. But ahead of Tuesday’s midterm, he’s been occupied with

something new: Opening Manny’s, a 3,000-square-foot cafe, bar,

bookstore, and civic gathering space at 3092 16th Street. After more than

a year of construction on the corner of Valencia (in the former V16 Sushi

space), Manny’s will greet its first customer on November 6th.

That timing isn’t just fitting, but intentional: Yekutiel envisions Manny’s

as just the kind of place you’d want to watch election results roll in. It’s “a

new physical place to go to become a better informed and more involved

citizen,” he says.

In an era when most of us engage with the news alone (Yekutiel gestures

to his phone) he wants to bring people together to commiserate and

organize in real life. “There’s something necessary about an in-person

connection,” he says.

It’s that need that brought more than 1,000 people together to help him

work on the space, he believes — and what inspired donors to give more

than $75,000 to the project on Kickstarter.

Nearby bookstore Dog Eared books will provide Manny’s with political

reading material, stocking floor-to-ceiling shelves in a central bookstore

space. Food offerings will be implicitly political, too, according to Kevin

Madrigal, co-founder and culinary director of Farming Hope. His
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nonprofit — which provides transitional work in its gardens and training

in the culinary industry to people experiencing homelessness and

poverty — will handle the menu at Manny’s.

“When people buy something here, they’ll be supporting what we do [at

Farming Hope], whether knowingly or unknowingly,” Madrigal says.

Farming Hope’s food — with an emphasis on its own produce and a dash

of Middle Eastern spices a la Yotam Ottolenghi — will be available from 7

a.m. to 7 p.m. Manny’s will also serve Baked goods from Frena, the city’s

only Kosher baker, plus coffee from Ritual, tea from Republic of Tea, four

wines, and nine taps of beer from nearby breweries like Barebottle and

Standard Deviant. An evening menu will consist of hearty bar bites, and

Farming hope and other organizations will host occasional pop-up

dinners.

Manny Yekutiel and Alicia Garza Manny’s
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Manny’s bar and cafe space, which has room for about 35 people, is

accessible from 16th Street. A back bar features tiles donated by Heath

Ceramics, and a central bench is covered with cushioning and an Afghan

rug Yekutiel picked up at the Alameda Flea.

Behind the cafe (and accessible by another entrance on Valencia) is a

large event space with room for about 107. In that space, there’s more

seating, two TVs (to be tuned to news), a large projector, and lots of board

games.

While Manny’s itself is new, its idea is anything but. “For centuries there

have been certain cafes, bars, and restaurants that have doubled as

spaces for civic engagement, social justice, and activism,” says Yekutiel,

“places to consume, react, and create the news.”

The first coffee houses in the Ottoman Empire and cafes in France

fomented revolutions, he observes, while Compton’s Cafeteria in San

Francisco and the Stonewall Inn in Greenwich Village kickstarted the
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movement for gay rights. Madrigal points to Mitla Cafe in San

Bernardino, where organizers in the 1940s organized to sue the city for

access to public pools — an action that helped set precedent for Brown vs.

Board of Education.

So will the next revolution get started at Manny’s?

“It’s already happening,” says Madrigal.

Tuesday’s festivities will include music, food, and “flip the house”

drinking games with host Honey Mahogany, a drag queen and activist.

On Wednesday, when the midterm hangover has subsided, Manny’s will

host an election recap with leaders of political organizations Indivisible,

Sister District, and Swing Left.

In pop-up talks, Manny’s has already hosted Black Lives Matter founder

Alicia Garza, Stockton Mayor Michael Tubbs, and Jason Collins, an

openly gay former Basketball player. More speakers and activities are

already on the books.

To succeed, Manny’s will need to have some kind of activity almost every

night — “Just like a movie theater doesn’t work if it’s not showing movies

every night, or a sports bar doesn’t work if it’s not showing a game,” says

Yekutiel.

But what that activity entails is flexible, from phone banking to watching

documentaries to drinking beer and making art.

“At Manny’s, we want to expand the idea of what civic engagement

means.”

Manny’s [Official]

Farming Hope [Official]
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3092 16th Street, CA 94103

(415) 913-7985

http://welcometomannys.com/

See More: San Francisco Restaurant Openings

More in San Francisco Restaurant Openings The Latest

Manny’s

ADVERTISEMENT

All the Michelin Star Restaurants in
the Bay Area, Mapped

JUN 25

https://pdfmyurl.com/entire-website-to-pdf?src=pdf
https://pdfmyurl.com/html-to-pdf-api?src=pdf
https://pdfmyurl.com/
https://pdfmyurl.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Manny%E2%80%99s%2C%203092%2016th%20Street%2C%20CA%2094103
tel:4159137985
http://welcometomannys.com/
https://sf.eater.com/openings
https://sf.eater.com/openings
https://sf.eater.com/venue/52547/manny-s
https://sf.eater.com/maps/michelin-star-restaurants-san-francisco-bay-area
https://sf.eater.com/maps/michelin-star-restaurants-san-francisco-bay-area


With PDFmyURL you can easily save entire websites as PDF and use our API service to create PDFs automatically from webpages or HTML.

Terms of Use Privacy Notice Cookie Policy Manage Privacy Settings Licensing FAQ Accessibility Platform Status

Oakland’s Newest Queer Bar
There/There Is Now Open

The Most Anticipated
Summer Restaurant
Openings in the Bay Area

Family Recipes Get Some
Shine at Momo’s New
Sibling Restaurant in Inner
Sunset

Say Hello to the Che Fico
Team’s Surprise Bar
Opening, Golden Rule

This Sports-Themed Bar
and Restaurant Touches
Down in SoMa

A New Restaurant Brings a
$75 Prix Fixe Menu to
Downtown San Jose

Here Are the 2026 Michelin Star
Winners of the Bay Area

JUN 24

All of the Bay Area’s Left Bank
Restaurants Have Suddenly Closed

JUN 23

This Street Food-Style Neapolitan
Pizza Is a Pillowy, Affordable Bite

JUN 22

17 Destination-Worthy Restaurants in
Berkeley

JUN 18

The Team Behind Michelin-Starred
Niku Steakhouse Opens a Corporate
Food Hall

JUN 17

ADVERTISEMENT

https://pdfmyurl.com/entire-website-to-pdf?src=pdf
https://pdfmyurl.com/html-to-pdf-api?src=pdf
https://pdfmyurl.com/
https://pdfmyurl.com/
https://sf.eater.com/
https://sf.eater.com/
https://sf.eater.com/
https://sf.eater.com/
https://www.facebook.com/eatersf
https://twitter.com/eatersf
https://www.instagram.com/eater_sf
https://www.youtube.com/user/eater1
https://sf.eater.com/rss/index.xml
https://www.eater.com/newsletters
https://www.voxmedia.com/legal/terms-of-use
https://www.voxmedia.com/legal/privacy-notice
https://www.voxmedia.com/legal/cookie-policy
https://www.voxmedia.com/pages/licensing
https://www.voxmedia.com/legal/accessibility
https://status.voxmedia.com/
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212809/san-francisco-bay-area-restaurant-bar-openings-june-2026
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212809/san-francisco-bay-area-restaurant-bar-openings-june-2026
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212784/most-anticpated-best-new-restaurant-openings-san-francisco-bay-area-summer-2026
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212784/most-anticpated-best-new-restaurant-openings-san-francisco-bay-area-summer-2026
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212784/most-anticpated-best-new-restaurant-openings-san-francisco-bay-area-summer-2026
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212759/maggie-and-macs-opening-restaurant-san-francisco-inner-sunset
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212759/maggie-and-macs-opening-restaurant-san-francisco-inner-sunset
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212759/maggie-and-macs-opening-restaurant-san-francisco-inner-sunset
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212759/maggie-and-macs-opening-restaurant-san-francisco-inner-sunset
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212588/golden-rule-bar-opening-san-francisco
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212588/golden-rule-bar-opening-san-francisco
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212588/golden-rule-bar-opening-san-francisco
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212321/san-francisco-bay-area-restaurant-bar-openings-may-2026
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212321/san-francisco-bay-area-restaurant-bar-openings-may-2026
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212321/san-francisco-bay-area-restaurant-bar-openings-may-2026
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212357/strata-san-jose-restaurant-opening
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212357/strata-san-jose-restaurant-opening
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212357/strata-san-jose-restaurant-opening
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212958/2026-michelin-star-winners-california-guide-san-francisco-bay-area
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212958/2026-michelin-star-winners-california-guide-san-francisco-bay-area
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212735/san-francisco-bay-area-restaurant-closures-june-2026
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212735/san-francisco-bay-area-restaurant-closures-june-2026
https://sf.eater.com/dining-report/212944/sforno-pizzeria-napoletana-review
https://sf.eater.com/dining-report/212944/sforno-pizzeria-napoletana-review
https://sf.eater.com/maps/best-restaurants-berkeley
https://sf.eater.com/maps/best-restaurants-berkeley
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212905/omakase-world-market-opening-food-hall-south-san-francisco-biomed-realty
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212905/omakase-world-market-opening-food-hall-south-san-francisco-biomed-realty
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212905/omakase-world-market-opening-food-hall-south-san-francisco-biomed-realty


With PDFmyURL you can easily save entire websites as PDF and use our API service to create PDFs automatically from webpages or HTML.

Archives Contact Us Send Us a Tip Community Guidelines Masthead About Eater Ethics Statement Press Room Newsletters How to Pitch Maps Methodology

© 2026 VOX MEDIA , LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

https://pdfmyurl.com/entire-website-to-pdf?src=pdf
https://pdfmyurl.com/html-to-pdf-api?src=pdf
https://pdfmyurl.com/
https://pdfmyurl.com/
https://sf.eater.com/archives/full
https://sf.eater.com/contact
https://www.eater.com/2017/11/1/16572850/send-secure-tips-to-eater
http://www.eater.com/pages/eater-community-guidelines
http://www.eater.com/pages/masthead
https://www.eater.com/pages/about
https://www.eater.com/pages/eater-ethics-statement
https://www.eater.com/press-room
https://www.eater.com/newsletters
https://www.eater.com/2016/12/15/13962822/eater-pitching-guidelines-how-to-pitch
https://www.eater.com/pages/eater-maps-methodology
https://www.voxmedia.com/

