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How This Food Access Nonprofit Is Continuing
Cala’s Legacy With Chef-Led Dinners
Culinary director Phil Saneski cooked at the November 5 dinner with chefs from Flour + Water
to join in December
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Paolo Bicchieri is the associate editor for the Northern California and Pacific Northwest region writing about

restaurant and bar trends, coffee and cafes, and pop-ups.

Walking into the Farming Hope space on Fell Street, where Gabriela

Cámara’s Cala once took up residence, is like walking into a verdant

dinner party. The organization recently hosted its third chef-led dinner,

an event that connects high-end cuisine to its mission of combatting San

Francisco’s issues surrounding food access. Andie Sobrepeña, the co-

executive director of Farming Hope, started the dinner on November 5 by

reminding guests that everything they’d eat on their six-course menu is

root to stem. “This is about what we can do in our own homes to reduce

waste,” Sobrepeña says. “We really believe we can change these statistics

together.”

Farming Hope employs formerly incarcerated individuals to serve food

at Manny’s on 16th street and grow food at its community garden on Eddy

and Divisadero Streets, and provides a variety of other programs

addressing San Francisco’s financially vulnerable as well. In December

2020, the nonprofit formally took over the former Cala space; this

location also serves as a hub for grocery pickups that allow housing- and

food-insecure families to get fresh produce. Farming Hope’s culinary

director Phil Saneski says the chef-led dinners are key to supporting the

nonprofit’s mission by raising attention and money for its broader

programming. “It’s a great community space,” Saneski says. “We get new

Farming Hope’s apprentices work with rotating chefs to host monthly dinners. Lisa Frare
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apprentices from case workers every six weeks, so for us to do a robust

meal program we needed a bigger space.”
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Farming Hope’s dinner space in the former Cala location. Lisa Frare
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On Wednesday nights the nonprofit also serves three-course meals for

under-resourced families in San Francisco — an appetizer, an entree, and

a dessert — so they can have a full start-to-finish meal experience that

they may not have access to otherwise. “We believe every San Franciscan

should experience a fine dining atmosphere,” Saneski says.

Culinary director of Farming Hope Phil Saneski led the dinner on November 5. Lisa Frare
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The menu for the November 5 dinner, led by Saneski, included upcycled

and vegetarian dishes like cacio e pepe with parmesan rind-based broth

and dehydrated fruit loops, a cauliflower “ribs” plate complete with

pickles, a cauliflower creme brulee, and a vegan caesar salad with grilled

turnips. Even the breadsticks were made with once-discarded pecan

shells. “Every course highlights things you’d see at home,” Saneski says.

“And how to reduce food waste at home.” The two preceding dinners

featured the team from Good Good Culture Club in April and chef David

Thu on September 12. Next month, the chefs from Flour + Water will

dish up a menu.

Saneski says the idea with the Cala space is to present good food as a

pathway to raising funds for and centering attention on the nonprofit’s

core programming and the individuals who power it. One of the servers

at the dinner, for example, is a graduate of Farming Hope’s programs and

is now a manager at a Square Pie Guys location in the city. Since January

2022, the nonprofit has served 98,265 free meals to those in need. Down

the road, Saneski says he’d love to have celebrity chefs like Thomas

Keller, Dominique Crenn, or Mourad Lahlou come in; he’s talking to

Absinthe’s former owner Bill Corbett to come in for a dinner soon. Alice

Waters and Michael Tusk have come by to see the space already.

Essentially, it’s a sandbox moment for the organization — and a time of

growth. Last year, Farming Hope hosted 19 apprentices to complete their

program, but this year they were up to 30. “We’re open to any chefs,”

Saneski says. “We want to honor this space by taking Cala’s original

second-chance hiring even further.”
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3092 16th Street, CA 94103

(415) 913-7985
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+14156607701

See More: Eater Archives

Manny’s

Cala

ADVERTISEMENT

https://pdfmyurl.com/entire-website-to-pdf?src=pdf
https://pdfmyurl.com/html-to-pdf-api?src=pdf
https://pdfmyurl.com/
https://pdfmyurl.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Manny%E2%80%99s%2C%203092%2016th%20Street%2C%20CA%2094103
tel:4159137985
http://welcometomannys.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Cala%2C%20149%20Fell%20St%2C%20San%20Francisco%2C%20CA%2094102
tel:14156607701
https://sf.eater.com/eater-archives
https://sf.eater.com/venue/52547/manny-s
https://sf.eater.com/venue/18977/cala


With PDFmyURL you can easily save entire websites as PDF and use our API service to create PDFs automatically from webpages or HTML.

More in Eater Archives The Latest

A Major San Francisco
Steakhouse Is Finally
Reopening After a Fire

How Carmel’s Only Korean
Restaurant Kicked Its
Dining Scene Up a Notch

5 Bizarre Takeaways From
the ‘San Francisco
Chronicle’ Critic’s Trip to
the French Laundry

San Francisco’s Next Great
Chocolatier Has Arrived

Michelin Adds Six New Bay
Area Restaurants to the
California Guide

Outside Lands Reveals a
Bougie 2025 Food and Drink
Lineup

All the Michelin Star Restaurants in
the Bay Area, Mapped

JUN 25

Here Are the 2026 Michelin Star
Winners of the Bay Area

JUN 24

All of the Bay Area’s Left Bank
Restaurants Have Suddenly Closed

JUN 23

This Street Food-Style Neapolitan
Pizza Is a Pillowy, Affordable Bite

JUN 22

17 Destination-Worthy Restaurants in
Berkeley

JUN 18

The Team Behind Michelin-Starred
Niku Steakhouse Opens a Corporate
Food Hall

JUN 17

ADVERTISEMENT

https://pdfmyurl.com/entire-website-to-pdf?src=pdf
https://pdfmyurl.com/html-to-pdf-api?src=pdf
https://pdfmyurl.com/
https://pdfmyurl.com/
https://sf.eater.com/eater-archives
https://sf.eater.com/
https://sf.eater.com/
https://sf.eater.com/
https://sf.eater.com/2025/5/23/24435950/san-francisco-restaurant-niku-steakhouse-reopening
https://sf.eater.com/2025/5/23/24435950/san-francisco-restaurant-niku-steakhouse-reopening
https://sf.eater.com/2025/5/23/24435950/san-francisco-restaurant-niku-steakhouse-reopening
https://sf.eater.com/2025/5/21/24434566/carmel-by-the-sea-jeju-kitchen-restaurant
https://sf.eater.com/2025/5/21/24434566/carmel-by-the-sea-jeju-kitchen-restaurant
https://sf.eater.com/2025/5/21/24434566/carmel-by-the-sea-jeju-kitchen-restaurant
https://sf.eater.com/2025/5/19/24433209/san-francisco-chronicle-critic-the-french-laundry-mackenzie-chung-fegan-yountville-thomas-keller
https://sf.eater.com/2025/5/19/24433209/san-francisco-chronicle-critic-the-french-laundry-mackenzie-chung-fegan-yountville-thomas-keller
https://sf.eater.com/2025/5/19/24433209/san-francisco-chronicle-critic-the-french-laundry-mackenzie-chung-fegan-yountville-thomas-keller
https://sf.eater.com/2025/5/19/24433209/san-francisco-chronicle-critic-the-french-laundry-mackenzie-chung-fegan-yountville-thomas-keller
https://sf.eater.com/2025/5/16/24423864/stay-sweet-sf-chocolate-san-francisco
https://sf.eater.com/2025/5/16/24423864/stay-sweet-sf-chocolate-san-francisco
https://sf.eater.com/2025/5/14/24430055/michelin-guide-california-san-francisco-bay-area-sacramento-restaurants-2025
https://sf.eater.com/2025/5/14/24430055/michelin-guide-california-san-francisco-bay-area-sacramento-restaurants-2025
https://sf.eater.com/2025/5/14/24430055/michelin-guide-california-san-francisco-bay-area-sacramento-restaurants-2025
https://sf.eater.com/2025/5/13/24429396/outside-lands-2025-food-drink-lineup-restaurants-bars-pop-ups
https://sf.eater.com/2025/5/13/24429396/outside-lands-2025-food-drink-lineup-restaurants-bars-pop-ups
https://sf.eater.com/2025/5/13/24429396/outside-lands-2025-food-drink-lineup-restaurants-bars-pop-ups
https://sf.eater.com/maps/michelin-star-restaurants-san-francisco-bay-area
https://sf.eater.com/maps/michelin-star-restaurants-san-francisco-bay-area
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212958/2026-michelin-star-winners-california-guide-san-francisco-bay-area
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212958/2026-michelin-star-winners-california-guide-san-francisco-bay-area
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212735/san-francisco-bay-area-restaurant-closures-june-2026
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212735/san-francisco-bay-area-restaurant-closures-june-2026
https://sf.eater.com/dining-report/212944/sforno-pizzeria-napoletana-review
https://sf.eater.com/dining-report/212944/sforno-pizzeria-napoletana-review
https://sf.eater.com/maps/best-restaurants-berkeley
https://sf.eater.com/maps/best-restaurants-berkeley
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212905/omakase-world-market-opening-food-hall-south-san-francisco-biomed-realty
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212905/omakase-world-market-opening-food-hall-south-san-francisco-biomed-realty
https://sf.eater.com/restaurant-news/212905/omakase-world-market-opening-food-hall-south-san-francisco-biomed-realty


With PDFmyURL you can easily save entire websites as PDF and use our API service to create PDFs automatically from webpages or HTML.

Terms of Use Privacy Notice Cookie Policy Manage Privacy Settings Licensing FAQ Accessibility Platform Status

Archives Contact Us Send Us a Tip Community Guidelines Masthead About Eater Ethics Statement Press Room Newsletters How to Pitch Maps Methodology

© 2026 VOX MEDIA , LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

https://pdfmyurl.com/entire-website-to-pdf?src=pdf
https://pdfmyurl.com/html-to-pdf-api?src=pdf
https://pdfmyurl.com/
https://pdfmyurl.com/
https://sf.eater.com/
https://www.facebook.com/eatersf
https://twitter.com/eatersf
https://www.instagram.com/eater_sf
https://www.youtube.com/user/eater1
https://sf.eater.com/rss/index.xml
https://www.eater.com/newsletters
https://www.voxmedia.com/legal/terms-of-use
https://www.voxmedia.com/legal/privacy-notice
https://www.voxmedia.com/legal/cookie-policy
https://www.voxmedia.com/pages/licensing
https://www.voxmedia.com/legal/accessibility
https://status.voxmedia.com/
https://sf.eater.com/archives/full
https://sf.eater.com/contact
https://www.eater.com/2017/11/1/16572850/send-secure-tips-to-eater
http://www.eater.com/pages/eater-community-guidelines
http://www.eater.com/pages/masthead
https://www.eater.com/pages/about
https://www.eater.com/pages/eater-ethics-statement
https://www.eater.com/press-room
https://www.eater.com/newsletters
https://www.eater.com/2016/12/15/13962822/eater-pitching-guidelines-how-to-pitch
https://www.eater.com/pages/eater-maps-methodology
https://www.voxmedia.com/

